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THEN r WAS ALONE'-ALONE IN SPACE/ EVE. 
MY OXYGEN GAVE OUT, A STATION RESCUE 
TEAM CAME AND GOT ME. THArS HOW I WAS 
\AUVe TO GIVE THE COMMANDER MY REPORT. 
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In man’s effort to reach the Unknowns 
of outer space, he has always spoken 
and planned towards the planet Mars. 
While thelayman, the man in the street 
might question this by saying "Why 
Mars? Why not another planet? Nep¬ 
tune, Venus, or Pluto as an example. 
Why always Mars ?" 

Although there are many many things 
the men of science do not know as yet, 
there are certain things that they DO 
understand. Hence in their planning to 
send man into outer space they always 
consider the planet Mars. 

The chemical processes which keep 
man aliveidepend on a never ending 
supply of oxygen and a constant body 
temperature. Man automatically main¬ 
tains an internal temperature of 98.6 
degrees. But if extended exposure to 
severe heat or cold upsets his delicate ' 
balance by juatavery few degrees,man 
will not live. 

Starting with the sun, the outside 
surface is a fiery ten thousand degrees . 
But, the blazing heat reduces fast en¬ 
ough until, after about a billion miles, 
the temperature of the outer planets 
are more than three hundred degrees 
below zero. Scientists tell us that on 
the planet Saturn (which is kaleidosco¬ 
pic in View) the poisonous atmosphere 
of ammonia and methane gas would 
mean certain death. And those pictur¬ 
esque golden rings around the planet are , 
absolutely nothing but dust and rocks 


„ and reflecting the light of the 
far away sun. While far away and on the 
t of Pluto, the Sun glows 
barely over the quiet terrain of frozen 
gases and ponds of liquidammonia. Oh 
Pluto, a human's body would be frozen 
solid in a matter of a few minutes. 

On the other hand, Mercury with one 
side turned always to the blazing sun 
would make a man's blood boil. His 
body would become incinerated in just 
a few seconds. Because of an impene¬ 
trable concealment of dense clouds, 
holding vast amounts of carbon dioxide, 
the planet Venus holds mysteries of her 

Now we begin to understand why 
scientists talk about sending man to 
Mars. Although conditions there are 
severe, men of science believe a human 
CAN survive on that planet. Of course, 
man would have to carry his own oxygen 
supply and wear protective covering. 
There are other questions concerning 
Mars that science is pondering. Just a 
few years ago, in 19 54, a new green 
area appeared on this planet. Was this 
a natural act? Or was it a new terri¬ 
tory opened to irrigation? There are 
some men who are of the opinion that 
there IS life on. Mars. That every once 
In a while they suspect signal s from 
that planet. Maybe there Is something 
trying to contact the earth. Then once 
In a while we hear of flying saucers. 
Strange flying light and other objects 
in the sky. Coult this be Martians try¬ 
ing to reach us in the same manner as 
we here on Earth are trying to reach' 
them? 
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